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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1864.

AN ENGINEER TURNED PAMPHLETEER.

A few months ago General J. G. Baknaed,
of the United States Corps of Engineers, pub¬
lished a small volume entitled "The Peninsu¬
lar Campaign and its Antecedents, as developed
by the Report of Major General George B. Mo-
Olellan and other Publio Documents/' It pur¬
ported to be a " review " of that campaign, but in
reality it was a ooarse and malignant personal at¬
tack on tho military reputation of Gen. MeClellan.
When he wrote his " review " Gen. Barnard was

only a Brigadier General of Volunteers. Since
the publication of his "review" ho has been
made a Major General of Volunteers. Sic itur
ad astra.
We have said that Gen. Barnard's work is a

ooarse and malignant personal attaok on Gen. Me¬
Clellan. It certainly is not the treatise of a sol¬
dier who respoots his profession or of a gentleman
who respects the amenities of discussion. In it
Gen. MeClellan is charged with " mismangement
in the faoc of the enemy," with "culpable negli¬
gence," with "more than ohildish levity and
obstinacy," with «having forfeited every olaim
to generalship even of the most indifferent charac¬
ter, and as if these reflections on tho professional
oharaoter of his former commander (for whom he
one professed a warm admiration and friendship)
could not satisfy his lust of defamation, Gen. Bar¬
nard undertakes to impeach tho truthfulness and
candor of Gen. MoClclIan's report by levelling
against it the grossest accusations, as where, for
instance, ho charges Gen. MoClellan with resorting
to an "unworthy subterfuge," (p. 20,) with
" stultifying his own conclusions," (p. 21,) with
falsifications which bear " the stamp of disingenu¬
ous afterthought?* (p. 25,) and other such diahon-
orable imputations.

It will be seen that this writer is fluent
in crimination, if not ccgent in the evidence
by whioh ho sustains his chargcs. What adds
to the wantonness of his charges is the statement
by whioh they are prefaced, when at the thresh¬
old of his volume Gen. Barnard, in speaking
of his relations with Gen. MoClellan, does not

scruple to write, " with no man have I ever, with
a more absolute freedom from any other feeling
than one of perianal kindneu, been so Iothj clostly
associated, and if, at any moment, there seemed
to me to exist any slight grounds for complaint,
they were never such as to bo remembered or to
have any abiding plaoe in my breast."
When this " review," thus reeking with person¬

al vilification of the commander under whom he
had served, and with whom he had so " long been
olosely associated," first oame under our notice, wo
gave to its contents a careful perusal, beoause we

were told that the political enemies of Gen. MeClel¬
lan designed to use it for the purpose of helping to
"kill him off" as a candidate for the Presidency,
first before the Chicago Convention, and secondly,
in case of Lis nomination, before the people. As
the result of our perusal wo very naturally came to
the conclusion, as every intelligent reader would
easily infer, that such a farrago of calumnious in-
sinuation and vituperation oould injure nobody but
the writer.

It seems, however, that the Republican " Execu¬
tive Congressional Committee," -appointed to direct
the operations of the ponding Presidential oontest
from this city, have judged that the oontcnts of this
volume, in spite of its garbage.perhaps they were
attraotod by its noisome odor.-have judged that it
furnishes materials good enough for popular use as

"a campaign document," and the "review" of
Gen. Barnard has therefore been condensed for
their use, by his own orsome other serviceable hand,
into a political pamphlet, whioh they are dissemi¬
nating throughout tho country, in order, if possi¬
ble, to poison the popular mind. The bane oar-
rir8 with it a sufficient antidote in the very viru-
lenee of its nature and in tho exaggeration of its
measure, as large doses of oertain poisons are said
aometimos to neutralise their del atorious tendencies
by the very excess in whioh they are administered.
Bat since the " review" of Gen. Barnard is daily
finding its way in the shape of "a campaign docu¬
ment" to multitudes who may not bo apprized of
its eharaeter, or the character of its writer, it may
be worth while, in tho cause of historical truth as
well as of politioal fairness, to plaoo both in their

^ true aspeot before the public.
As this work professes to treat on " the Penin-

sular Campaign and its Antecedents," it will bo
interesting to know what are somo of the "ante¬
cedents" of this Gen. Barnard which qualify him
tor the task of slandering General MoClellan.
He was, it will be remembered, the Chief Kngi.
neer of the Army of the Potomao while it was un¬
der the oommand of Gen. MoClellan, during the
winter of 1861-'02, and during the whole of the
1 eninnular campaign. While aoting in thii ca¬

pacity he was necessarily entrusted by Gen. Mo-
Clellan with large responsibilities, and the advioo
whioh in this oapaeity he gave to his oommandsr,
if believed to be inspired by the IntelligeLoe a*,
oribed to him in his profession, was naturally sueh
advise as would largely influence the determine-
tion of Gen. MoClellan. Ihe commander must
perforce depend on his ohief engineer f<* muoh
.pedal information that shall be decisive of his

conduot in critical questions that relate to the
practicability or expediency of military movement*
in particular directions. (Jen. McOlellan, it seems,
relied sometimes upon the professional opinions of
Gen. Barnard in forming his conclusions, and for
thus trusting him this officer now charges Gen.
McClellan with nothing less than manifest inca¬
pacity. He appears to think that Gen. McClel¬
lan should have known at the time that his advicc
was utterly worthless, and, that as such it should
not have been allowed «ny weight in deciding
military questions.

For instance, in his "review," Gen. Barnard
imputes it as a fault to Gen. McClellan that he
allowed " the blookade of the Potomac" to take
place and to endnre during the winter of 1861-62.
He omits to state that it was partly by his advice,
given in his professional character as an engineer,
that the attempt to dislodge the enemy from his
positions on the Potomao was not made. To this
effect he wrote:
" The operation invokes the forcing of a very strong

line of defence of the enemy, and ail that we would have
to do if we were really opening a eampaign against them
there. It is true we hope to foroe this line by tnrmnj[it,by lauding on Freestone point. With reason J® believe
that this may be successful, it cannot be denied that it in
volves a risk of failure. Should, we, then,
the consequences which may he involved, enter it, to the opera¬tion merely to capture the Potomac batteries ? I thinli
not"

So also Gen. Barnard complains in his " review'
tVat Gen. McCleUan did not order an immediate at¬
tack of the enemy's works at Yorktown when he ar¬

rived before them early in April, 1862. " As to the
propriety of assaulting these lines," ho now says,
" if there ever was a case in whioh such a step
was not merely justifiable and advisable, but de¬
manded by the circumstanoes, it was surely this."
All ohances of the success of the campaign, he
siys, " turned upon not being delayed at York-
town." In his "offioial report," written under
date of January 27, 1863, nearly a year after the
occurrence of the event in question, he advances
the samo opinion. But in this political " review
he denies, what in his"offioial report he admitt,
that the decision of Gen. McClellan not to order
an immediate attack was made in concurrence

with his " professional" opinion given at the time.
Gen. McClellan having stated in his report that
the Chief Engineer of the Army of the Potomac
had "expressed the judgment that thoje works
oould not with anyireasonable oettainty be carried
by assault," Gen. Barnard now writes in his poli¬
tical pamphlet that he " believes there must be some
error in that assertion," (p. 22,) forgetting that
every honest inquirer for truth, by turning to page
62 of his offioial^report as printed by Van Ncs-
trand, under the author's superintendence, would
be able to read as follows :
« Howmer 1 may he committed to any expression ofpro

rational opinion to the contrary, (I oertainly did suggest(?) opinion *0.0 is that the lines of Y.rktown should
have been assaulted."

It will thus be seen that Gen.fcBarnard here ac¬

knowledges himself to have been committed by his
« professional opinion" (given at the time) against
the expediency of making an assault on the enemy's
lines at Yorktown. In his "review," now disse¬
minated as a political dooument, he denies that he
ever gave such an opinion. In the year 1862 he
says he give such a « professional opinion " but
that it was an erroneous one. In the year 1 StM he
says, " there must ba some error in the assertion "
of Gen. McClellsn that he gave suoh an opinion.
The reader can easily perceive where the "error"
lies.

Id order to expose the utter recklessness and

falsity of the representation whioh Gen. Barnard
now makes in first denying that h 5 ever advised
against reducing the enemy's works at Yorktown
by a siege rather than by an assault, and in then
blaming Gen. MoClellan for taking the former
course, we need but invite the attention of our

readers to the following extract from his official re¬

port, made to Gen. Totten under date oj May 6,1
1862. We quote from the report as published by
Van Nostrand, under the author's supervision,
(p. 141 :)

,"The line is certainly one of the most extensive knowo
to modern times. The country on both sides of the War-
wick from near Yorktown down, is a dense forest w.th
few clearings. It was swampy, and the roads impassable
during the heavy rains we have continually had, except
where our own Ubora had corduroyed them. If we could
have broken the enemy's line across the Isthmus . could
have invested Yorktown, and it must, with its garrison,
have aoon fallen into our hands. U was not

1cable, considering the strength of that line, ant the difficulty
of handling ourftree,, (owing to the
of the country,) to do so. If we eoud take Yorktown or
drive the enemy out of Yorktown. the enemy s lines wereMr l.o.ble. TkU ». -ou'd io i, vrmtum,.
and the resu't was t* my mind a certainly. It was dumtd
too hazardous to attempt the reduction of the place by as
fault,"
And with what faoe this engineer can now pre¬

sume to make it a rcproaoh to Gen. McClcllan that
he preferred to reduco those works by siege rather
than by a direct and immediate assault may be
read in the closing woids of this samo report, writ¬
ten on the 6th of May, 1862, when the siege had
just closed, and when besidos, its events boing fresh
in his mind, he had no motive to misrepresent
them. He then wrote: I

" The forcing of such line with so little loss is, in itself,
an exploit less brilliant, perhaps, but more worthy
than would have been a murderous assault, even \fit had
provtd successful."

Now, let this language, written by Gen. Barnard
in May, 1862, under the sanotion of his official
character, be compared with the language held in
his « review," and the readcT can draw his own

inferences as readily as we can state them.
Col Lecomte, of the Swiss army, who served

through the Peniosula campaign on the staff of the
Army of the Potomao, in referring to the self-
contradiotions of this offioer, says: " V o are

the more astonished at this retrospective oonfi-
denoe of Gen. Barnard beoause wo believe that
the engineers who were with him, and he himielf,
f rprettad very different opinions on the tpot.'
What will be the "astonishment" of this gallant I
officer when he learns that Gen. Barnard tuw denies |
that he ever expressed any such opinion, though he
has confeaaed, in hi* official report of January 27i

1863, that he had previously " committed" him¬
self professionally on the snbjeet against the "re¬
trospective coi ifidencc" he then entertained, to use
the phrase of < Jol. Lcoomtc, as keen in tho satire it
oonveys as it i, i line in point of expression..
Nor is thii i thp only specimen of Gen. Bar¬

nard's " retro spcotive" sagacity. In his official
report, writtei 1 in the year 1863, after Gen. Mo-
Clellan's remc val from oommand, he designates as
a great blund er the omission to open our batteries
at Yorktown is fast as they were completed. He
says:

" Tbe aiege Laving been determined upon, we should
have opened ou r batteries od tbe place as fast as they were
completed. Tt e effect od the troops would have beeD in¬
spiring. It wo aid have lightened toe siege and ahortened
our labors; an« I, besides, we would have had the oredit of
driving the en emy from Yorktown by force of arms,
whereas, aa it' was, we only induced him to evacuate for
prudential reaai >oa."
When he \ ras under examination by the " War

Committee" on the 25th of February, 1863.a
month after t lie date of his offioial report.Gen.
Barnard expi ained the origin of this blunder as

follows. We quote from Vol. I. of the War Com¬
mittee's repoi *t, p. 393:

"Question. Why were not our batteries opened us fust
as completed ?

" Gen. Barn. lrd. The idea waa to a produce more com¬
plete effect whf n they were opened.
" Question. Whose idea was that'
" Gen. Barn ard. I cannot say. I suppose tbe error of

not doing it beh mgs as much to me as to any hotly else
The idea was to get the batteriea all leady, and produce a
decisive effeot b.t once when they should be opened."
The reader is now prepared to appreciate bow

muoh weight should be given to the accusations of
this military engineer turned political reviewer.
If the Commanding General erred in the oourse he
pursued on certain occasions, it was perhaps be¬
cause he gav d too much weight to the counsels of
his chief engineer at the only time when those
counsels eoui'd possibly bo of any use to him in
determining his military oonduot. It may be that
Gen. MoClcllan overrated the oapaoity of Gen.
Barnard. It is oertain that Gen. Barnard thinks
so, for ho blames Gen. McClellan most vehemently
for taking hits adviccjwhen he should have known bet¬
ter than to <io so. It undoubtedly was a grievous
misfortune to Gen. MoClcllan that in the conduct
of his military operations on the Peninsula, during
tho spring and summer of 1862, he was compelled
to follow the advice of Gen. Barnard, as given at
the timo from day to day, rather than the pluperfoot
wisdom contained in^his report written in the year
1863, after Gen. MoClcllan had e;one into retire¬
ment under the disfavor of our military authorities.
We have thus sufficiently exposed the palpable

contradictions which exist between the " profes¬
sional opinions" of Gen. Barnard as compared with
his " offioial report," published in January, 1863,
after Gen. MoClellan had been removed from com¬

mand, with no probability of his restoration to fa¬
vor under tho present Administration, and still
more as oompared with his " campaign document"
disseminated by the Republican Executive Com¬
mittee in this city. The exhibition we have made
is a sad one, but it was necessary to the vindica¬
tion of truth and to the defence of our recent mili¬
tary history from perverrions having their origin
in political ranoor, and obviously inspired by com-

plaisanco towards official superiors who have favors
to grant and promotions to bestow. How far such
political ranoor and such complaisance have given
oolor and oomplexion to the views of Gen. Barnard
the reader shall judge for himself from tbe evi-
denoc we have already advanoed and from that
whioh we next proceed to adduce.

In the prcfaoe of the "review" containing this
gross personal attack on the private as well as the
military character of his former oommander, Gen.
Barnard writes as follows, after alluding to the
disheartened condition of our affairs on the 1st
of January, 1863, when the Army of the Potomac
had just been led by Gen. Burnsidc to unavailing
slaughter at Fredericksburg:
" Men did not feel dismayed because they doubted tbe

ability of the nation to carry on the strangle to a success¬
ful issue, but because, for the time, the power of the nation
was partially paralysed. Yet there never was a moment
when tbe public safety, and the safety of the common o«use,
more urgeutly demanded the exertion of all the nation's
strength. Why, then, did men doubt? Where was the
origin of this paralysis 7 It was in the charge, audaciontly
made, impudently persisted in, that to the blunders and in¬
capacity of the Administra.ion all our dtsa iters vert due;
that with such incapacity at the head of affairs our resour¬
ces, though they were poured forth like water, would, like
ioatrr, too, be spilt on the ground. Meu will sacrifice much
in great emergencies, but they never irill give their lives
or their money merely that such treasures may be igno-
rantly or wantonly wasted.
.

' Had MoClellan but bad his way, had he not been in-
' terfered with ; had not his arm? been reduced and taken
' away from him, end his movements in a thousand ways
' hampered and balked; had ha, in short, had the sole control
' of military affairs, all would h.ve been different. Rich-
' mond would have been oars, tbe rebellion would have been
' subdued, and, instead ol disaster and prolonged war, a
' triumphant peace might have been our happier lot.'....
" The Administration thus denounced was, for better or

worse, tbe constituted agency through which the war, if
it were to be carried on at all, must be conducted. That
fact oannot be altered. The men who weakened the arm
of the nation's sole war making power just to that degree
endangered the nation's cause. Therefore tbe question of
Gen. McClellan'a responsibility for tbe disasters ceased to
be a mere abstract question about which men might differ
without prejudioe to the public interests; it became a
national question, and one of vast import.
" It was under such circumstances that, io writing an offi¬

cial report, at the request of Gen. MoClellan himself, ol
tbe engineering operations of the Army of the Potomac, 1
deemed it my duty to state what I believed to be the
sourees of failure of the campaign of the Peninsula. The
opinions therein written down were no afterthoughts. Six
months before I had formed them, and when I spolu at all,
(which I did not do openly,) expressed them. I bad formed
thorn painfully, reluctantly, at a period when political questions had not become involvid with this subject, and no such
causes existed to influence tn any manner myjudgment It
waa at a period when for Gen. MoClellan 1 entertained tbe
warmest personal regard.a feeling which I distinctly and
sincerely expressed in writing on leaving him in August,
1HG2. With no man have 1 ever, with a more absolute
freedom from any other feeling than one of personal kind¬
ness, been so long olosely associated, and if, at any moment,
there seemed to me to exist some slight grounds for com¬
plaint, they were never such as to be remembered, or to
have any abiding plaee in my breast

" Bat there are cases in whioh personal feelings must
be allowed little weight. Tbe destinies of nations oannot
be trifled with, and in all that affects them convictions of
truth must b« uttered. Tbe Report of tbe Engineering
Operations of the Army of the Potomac, and the atate-
ments of these pages, are the otteranoea I am conatrained
to make."
We wish the reader to analyse theso statements,

because we intend to weigh them in tho balancoe
and mark them according to the degree in which
they shall be seen to oorrespond with the truth.

And there shall be no dispute about the equity of
our judgment*, for Gen. Barnard shall furnish both
the scales and the weights used in our inquiry.
The statements, then, which he here makes are

m follows : That tho oharge whioh was commonly
made at the opening of the year 1863 to tho effect
that the Administration was responsible for the
disasters that had befallen our arms in Virginia
and elsewhere was a charge " audaciously made
and impudently persisted in;" that thus and then
to denounce the Administration for " incapacity at
tho head of affairs" was not only « audacious" and
" impudent," but impolitic and unpatriotic, beside
being false, bacause the Administration was tho
constituted organ through whioh the war was to
be oarried on if at all, and to assail it on such
grounds was " to weaken the arm of the nation's
solo war-making power;" that it was under such
oircumatanoes and with such impressions that he
wrote his "official report," differing so essentially
from his " professional opinions" given in the field
during the campaign; that the opinions written
down in his " official report," though thus contra¬
ry to his " professional opinions givon" on the
field during the oampaign,were " no afterthought*,"
but that he had formed and expressed the same

opinions six months before tho date of that report,
and that therefore, whatever may have been the
" circumstances" under whioh the official report
was written, ho had formed tho opinions avowed in
it at a period " when political questions had not
become involved with this subjeot."
We proceed to examine each of these averments,

and that we may do so in a way to whioh General
Barnard can interpose no objection, we bog to re-
mind our readers that in the_ month of December,
1802, only a few weeks be/ore writing his official
report, Gon. Barnard addressed to Mr. William
Henry IIurlbert, of New York city, the trans¬
lator of the pamphlot of the Prince de Joinville,
(and then, wo believe, conneoted with the New
York World,) a letter in whioh ho held the follow¬
ing emphatic language. The letter may be found
in the New York World of January 17, 1863 :

" The office. who have gone over to the South were
Southerner, by birth. While they hare maintained their
own at the Aoademy, la the service, and io the various
fields of warfare to which our little army has been called
there was not afforded by their career or reputation the
least ground for attributing to them military or scientific
superiority.

.' Their part in this war, considered in a purely military
point of view, has been far the easiest. Their Government
has been a despotism, over which popular will or popular
caprice bad no sway and the head of the Government
and of the military forcea have been easentially one and
identical.
." Their part in thia warfare has been a defensive one.a

part which has given them incalculable advantages Oc
eupyirg a central position, and possessing lo their railroada
(built mainly by Northern capital) great facilities for con¬
centration, they have had but to wait until our plana were
developed put io execution, and then, owing to the
enormous hindrances arising from our necessarily i«Ler
feot organization and discipline, and the difficulties of the
country in which we must operate, thfy have been able
deliberately to prepare their ground and to concentrate all
their mean* to receive us.

" »J'. probable that armies of such magnitude wero
never before (in modern times) opposed to each other in a
country ao wooded and of aueh impassable roads as that in
which has been our th< atre of war, and none but these
who have experienced them can well appreciate the enor-
moui advantages which these circumstances confer upon
the defence.the difficulties thrown upon the offensive In
the recent campaign against Richmond it may be said' that
we never saw the army t > which we were opposed, nor
could we judge with any approach to accuracy whew it
wm and bow disposed. Hence the hesitation in aUatkinp
an enemy whose numbers and dispositions are unknown
In place of the uni ty of purpose and iron will in execution
which have been the advantage of the Confederate military
operations, we have been permuted to hare no single wilt
to nil*, no unity of plan or purpose.' Not only does this
apply to the direction of military operations, but even to the
objects of the war, to (he appointment of the Generals to
command. Political or sectional influences have disturbed

grated our plans. The army of General
McCUIlan was no sooner pushed into the field than it was
divided undtr fire different commanders, each independent
oj the other.
. "I£*e hav,° ,eeD noi.'^'cation as yet of that command¬
ing ability and force of will which would, if left untram-
welled, create unity of action and give room for skill in
execution, Qualities certainly possessed by the head of the
rebel Government.) we should at least remember Napo-
leon s aphorism, that one bad General is better than two
good ones, independent of each other, and actiDg io the
same theatre ot war."

Thus wrote Gen. Barnard in the month of Dc
oember, 1862, a few weeks before he wrote his
official report, which bears dato January 27, 1663.
Now, let us comparo these statements with those
contained in that report, and still more particularly
with the averments made in his "review," which
is now circulating as a campaign document.
Tho fir.it averment, then, which ho makes in

the prcfaeo of tho lattor, is that the oharge so
oommon at the opening of the year 1863, to the
effect that tho Administration was responsible for
tho disasters that had befallen our arms in Virginia
and elsrwhcro, was a chargo "audaciously made"
and "impudently persisted in." The reader will
observe that in his letter to Mr. Hurlbert, written
at this very period, Gen. Barnard had tho auda-
city to make this very charge. " Political or
sectional influence," he tiikn said, ('havedis
turbed our counsels or frustrated our plant."
The seeond avermont, contained in tho preface

to his review, is that those who complained of the
Administration for "incapacity at tho head of
affairs" were oriminal in their want of patriotism,
bocauso thoy weakened the arm of the nation's solo
war-making power." Gen. Barnard, in his letter
to Mr. Hurlbort, made thi i very complaint, and
aotually had tho impudence to institute a compari¬
son between Mr. Lincoln and Jeff. D,*vis, to the
disadvantage of the former, traoing our want of
success to the want of ' . unity of aotion and skill
in execution "qualities," he suggests, " cer

tainly possessed by tho head of the rebel Govern
mcnt."

<»on. Barnard avers in his reviow that he wroto
his official roport under dato of January 27, 1863,
with certain impressions which wo see ho did not
entertain a few weeks before, when he wrote to
Mr. IIurlbert, giving an entirely difforent expla¬
nation of our military failures, in tho faot that our
Generals were not left " untrammelled" by the
President, and that their " plans" were " frustra¬
ted by political or sectional influences."

Gon. Barnard further avors in his reviow that
the opinions written down in his official report
under date of January 27, 1863, wen "no after-

thoughts," but that he had formed and expressedthem six months before that date. Wo see, then,that, if he had " formed" suoh opinions six months
.previously to January 27, 1863, his attack ou the
Administration, contained in his letter to Mr.
Hurlbert, written in December, 1862, was as gratu¬
itous as it was false, beoause it places him in the
attitude of making charges wbioh ho now says ho
thon felt to be so unjust that they oould only be
"impudently made."

In view of suoh transparent contradictions every
reader must come to tho conclusion that the testi.
mony of General Barnard can hereafter bo held
credible only against himself. His memory bas
such a lack of tenacity (to use no stronger ex¬

pression) that he cannot hold his mind to a con¬
sistent statement of any transaction he is called
to reuite under different circumstances. What
wonder that he has been abduced by an eminent
citizon as a melancholy examt la of those who
" fail to speak tbeir honest convictions whero
they havo reason to suppose their undisguised oon-
viotions will pivo offenoo to men in power?" In
his "review" he replies to this ohargo of having
shaped his official report to please the War Com¬
mittee by saying that he was " unoonsoious that
such a committee yet existed when he wrote tho
report."
By thus ovcr-laborirg tho point he would seek to

establish Gen. Barnard produces on the mind of his
reader an impression directly contrary to what he
wishes. He forgets that thoro is a legal presump¬
tion against men, quando se nimis purgitant. If
ho had simply denied the impeaohment of his can¬
dor suoh denial might havo pessed for what it was
worth as a set-off against tho insinuation of his
critic. But when he asks us to accept hia dis¬
claimer on the ground that when he wrote his offi-
c al report in January, 1863, he was not conscicus
that the War Committee was still in existence ho
greatly impair tho credibility of his affirmation by
over-taxing our credulity. Not conscious in Jan¬
uary, 1863, that the War Committee still existed?
Then we venture to say he was the only man of
any intclligcnoo in the country who was uncon¬
scious of the faot. For it was on tho 20th of De¬
cember, 1862, that tho War Committee, aoting un¬
der a solemn resolution of both Houses of Con¬
gress, proceeded to Fredericksburg to it quire
into the disaster of tho preceding 13th of that
month. And it was a week or two later that tho
War Committee spread beforo the oountry the
result of their inquiries into that terrible blunder
Tho bureau of engineers was deeply interested in
the result of their investigations, and yet General
Barnard would have us believe that when he wrote
his official rcpjrt on the 27th of January, 1863,
in the very shadow of these investigations and I
publications by the War Committee, he " was un¬

conscious that the War Committee yet existed J"
The mimie queen in the play of Hamlet ex¬

claims :
" Nor earth to me give food nor heaven light!
Sport and repose lock from me, day and night!-To derperatiim tarn my trust and hope!
And anchor'* cheer io prison be my scope,Each opposite that blanks the face of joy
Meet what I would have well, and it destroy !
Both here, and hence, pursue me lasting strife!
If once a icidcu, ever I be wife."

But though this vow of constancy was so " deeply
sworn," it did not produce upon the auditors the
desired impression, if we may judgo from tho ool-
loqny with which Shakespeare accompanies the
vehement asseveration:

" Hamlet.Madame, how like you this play 1
" Queen.The lady doth protest too much, mithinks

If Gen. Barnard had said that ho wrote his re¬

port " out of his own mind," we might havo cro.

dited the statement, but when he says that in
writing it he " was unconscious the War Committee
yet existed," he makes a claim on our " retrospec¬
tive confidence" which wc are only tho less dis¬
posed to honor because he " protests too muoh."
And hero wo leave this hapless engineer, in hia

double capacity of military reviewer and political
pamphleteer. He meditated, doubtless, by his un¬

worthy assault on tho military reputation of Gen.
McClcllan, nothing less than the injury of that
offioor in tho popular esteem; but this is qot the
first icstanco in which those who meditate assassi¬
nation succeed only in committing suicide. And,
as in olden times, under tho stern rule of the
Finglish common law, the Jelo de si was buried on

the highway, with a stake run through his body,
we havo thought it no more than just to impalo
this offender with the shaft of truth, that all may
soo in the nature of his punishment tho quality of
his offeree.

THANKSGIVING.
Wo learn that the Prcsideot of the United

States has issued a proclamation appointing tho
last Thursday of November next as a day which ho
desires to bo obsorvod as a day of thanksgiving.
This is tho day usually set apart for that purpose
by tho Governors of the different State*, and we

doubt not it will be generally observed now, as in
former yeari.

Admiral Porter communicates to the Navy Department
the capture of the steamer Nando, a blockade-runner of
six hundred tooa, with a cargo consistiog of 550 bsl<s of
cotton. The capture wa« made by the United States
steamer Fort Jackxcn.

The next number of the North American Review will
appea* under new nuipioes, and will bear the impnnt of
Tick nor A. Fields, that well-known firm having assumed its
publication for the future. The editorial management will
be anchangfd.Mr. Norton and Mr. Lowell retaining the

positions they now fill.

The following is reported by Capt Harrison, Gen.
White's brigade inspector, a* a schedule of property and
prisoners captured by the Second Brigade, brevet Briga¬
dier Gen Devin commanding, (of the First Cavalry Di¬
vision, Brigadier General Merritt commanding.) in the
battle near Stranbarg. Virginia, October 19, 1864: 92

pieces of artillery, 8 cai«sons, 30 ambulanoe*. 39 army
wagons, 117 horses, 143 mules, 2 stands of colors, 1 guidon,
363 prisoner*, and a large number of amall arm*.

THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN.
SPEECH OF HON. ROBERT (7. WINTHROP.

AT NEW LONDON, (OT.)
FOR A CHANGE OF ADMINISTRATION.

We learn that the largest political meeting ever held 111
New London (Conn.) waa convenad ia that city on Tues¬
day evening, to listen to au addreui from the ELm. BoB£&T
C. Wibthrop, of Massachusetts. Lawrence Hull, lo
which the meeting was held, waa crowded to ita utmost
capacity, and numbers were unable to obtain entranoo.
After the meeting Lad been organised, the Hon Abiel
Converse, who waa appointed to preside, introduced tha
speaker of the evening by ihe following brief apeeob:
Fellow citizens, we are to night honored with tbe pra

aenoa of a distinguished gentleman who uaturally turns 10
New Loudon aa the birthplaee of his father, aod ihe b me
of u long line of anoestors; a gentleman whcs* elegantculture and enlightened atateamanablp have mail him a
national, nay, a world wide reputation a geatleiuin who
iu the better days of the Republic waa a londV g spirit ia
the national Whig party; a gentleman wbo tmUh »t«c ta
with ua shoulder to shoulder in the rank* 'f tbe only con¬
stitutional and Union party of the country, [applau**-] . ha
party who propoaea to place in the tresidential ffi ;o
George B McClellan [Applause] Fellow-oit nos, nuow
me to present to you the Hon. Roaert C. Wiuthrop.

MR. WINTHROP'S SPEECH,
ilr. Winthrop was greeted with applause ui ne roau

on tbe platform, and proceeded to speak ai fallows;
Fellow-Citizens: I am deeply sensible to ti-e k'ni-

nee* and the compliment of this r ception. I thank youfor this inspirit g welcome to your city. I hive coum ai
your request to address you on the srett oobj-c" which is
uppermost in all our miud« a> d in all our heart*. I un
nere lor no purpose of d. clamation or display. 1 am fi-ra
to appeal to no prejudices > r paeaiot,s N urn ol rhetoria
can meet the exig>-uciea of this hour. If I were evar c»«
pable of hem, I abandon and discard tb«in *111> night. I
am beie only from a deep aenso of the duty wh cb rests
upon earh one of ua to contribute what we can, by word
or by deed, for a suffering, bleeding country. C.uip-lled,
by engagements or by my health, to re me a hu dred -vine
invitations, 1 could not resist th- appeal which wa< made
to me from Mew London. And if any woid ol mine may
be thought worthy of being listened to or reiiar<led, ia
Connecticut or elsewhere, there is no pl*o» from which it
may more fitly go forth tbap from ibis old and b <tor<.d
home of my fathera. [Applause ]

It is a time, X am aware, my friends, whoa th* bent and
wisest and most patriotic men muydiff-r and do differ
widtly f:om each other. I would cast no re^roaoh-a up u
my opponents. I do not forgot tbe reproaches wniib tmve
been ast upon myself from some qmrere, bu' I imrn o<>
heart for bandying personalities at a perod like Ibis 1
puss by all such matters aa unw»rthy of a moment's CO si*
deration. Or rather let me say ibey p&<* by me like tha
idle wind. Th:* air, indeed, is full of them. / rbitrary aud
arrogant assumptions ot superior patriotism and t< yauy.
coarse and malicious representations and -mputa'.ion*.op
probrious aud insultiDg names snd epithets, often ap^h-d
by men wbo might well be conscious teat nob-jly d->i rv?«
them so much aa themselves.tie air is full of them. Th- y
cme swarming up from stump and rostrum and press and
platfi rrn. We meet tbem at every turn. L.:t us njt re¬

tort them. Let us not resent them. Let no one by any
means be tempted or provoked by tbem into ac s ot vea-

geaute or violence. Let u« simply overwhrlm ihem with
contempt, and pass oo, unawed ai>d unintimidated, t tbe
declarations ot our owo bon at opi nous, aud t tti« a«ser»
tion and ex- rcue of our ri*bU ns ireeman [.V^(l.u« - ]
Let ua imitate the example of our o<*u noble oandi late,
whose quiet endurance of injustice and oalu m>y h.s been
one of tbe most beautiful il ustrati ns of hi< <:b*racc- r, «ud
baa woo for bim a respeet which will outl.v* the ephooio-
ral notoriety of hi< revilers. Our country cati* at ibis
moment for the best thoughts, ttie biav s counsel- t :e

freest utterances, the most unhesitating dsvottoj ot o e y
one of her aons. Let u» compare ou: opioid' a wtti . acu
other honestly, Ir depei dently, tea.-lessly ; an<* let ii » man
shrink f<om following his own cooco eutious Cjavidtiuu^
wherever they may lead bim.

THE MOMENTOUS ISSUE AT STAlt u
It may be a mufortuoe, fellow-cit.tirn*, that a nt w ele>

tion of our national rulers sbon d hare come upon us pre¬
cisely at tbia moment. We wouid all gLoly keep our ry -a

stesdJy fixed upon our oon>.try's flag, as it waves and
navets upon yonder battle fields. We would wiiliagly
follow its gallant supporters, in tbe omflicts in which they
ire engaged, with undivided and uninterrupted sympathies.
But it is cot in our power to postpone tbe time appoint, d
for onr great political struggle Tbe Constitution of tto
United States has fixed that time unalterably and nothing
remains for u* but to discharge our duties a« intelligent and
responsible cit xens. A great, a tremendous reapon ibility
certainly ia upon ua. When tbe v< tea ot the people of tau
United titates.your votes and mine emong tuem.shall
have once decided tbe question, by what party and upon
what principles and policy the Mat.onal Government shall
be administered for tbo m-xt four years, they will have de¬
termined, under Ood, tho destinies of our country for tu-
born generations. f>o one lo h a senses can d«ubt ttiat tbe
results of tbe Administration of tbe next four year* will
be decisive of the fate of this Hepublie

^
Within that pe¬

riod tbe Uni< n is to be saved or lost. Witbia toat period
the Constitution is to be vindicated or ovcrthrowu With¬
in tbst period tho old fiig of our fathers is to bo re-
advanced in triumph over all tbe Sta.es of which it has
ever been, or ever borne, the emblem ; or, reut 1j iw*in
and shorn of half its lustre, it is to droop over a divided
land. If the stake of tbe impending eoDUst, my friends,
were any thing less than this, if any thing less or any thing
other than tbe rescue of tbe Uuion and the salvation of the
Republic were to be the result of this election, we mi«bt
well hesitate about entering into a polittoal struggle and
arraying ourselves against au exutmg Administratis in i
time ol civil war. but with such au issue of national life
or catioual death before us, thero ought to be, there cai
be, no hesitation oil the part of nny patnotio Cttixeo.
Every one of us, young and old, is oal.ed up"0 by c .n*iJo-
rations from which there can be no appeal, by obligations
from which there can be no escape, to lorm a carelul, dia«
passionate, consc.entious opinion as to li a own iu ividutl
duty, and then to perform tbat duty witnout fliuehm^ or

tattering. We may.be pardoned for ati honest mistake.
We may bee*ecu*id for an error ol Judgmdnt. But we esn
never be excused, before men or benr* Uod, for siandiag
neutral bnd doing nothing Tbere is no exemptiou f>om
tfjis warfare Not only sboold it be written on e»ei> man's
Joreteud what h? thinks ol tbe Republic; bu. no in.a

should give sleep to bis eyes or sluuiber to bis ey?uJ*
without asking himself: Wbat can I do for my douti' y ?
How can I exercise that moat prectuUi ol au privileges,
tbat greatest of all ruhta, the emotive fmochiae, in a ~d/
to rescue her from the dangers by wbloa sbe Is et.com*

pissed T [Applause.]
OKATlTUDG FOR ?ICTORIK^.

And now, my fr.en s, ihi first emotion whioh belCL7# co
these occasions of assembling ourselves togetuar, aud tho
i/U" to which we are all aud always most eager t.> vive ex
presr.ion, is that oi j y and gladuess aud grtuiuda tor tba
signal successes wtiica bave been roceutly voucbsaied to
our arms [Cheers ] Most signal tbey con«in y ta'o
been. It cunuot be denied that, smoa tbi oumn.a i< n of
Oen. McCiel.au waa promulgated atCnioago, ^luudcbi eu ]
the military arpect of our allatra ha< oeo.i v tauy iui
proved, lhegtliaut sherman, at Atl>nia, [ hoe..,J aud
the darioe aud uashmg bherioau, in Ibo Sueuauduah V ^ ey,
[cheers,] have achieved victor.es of vnai import» c* o
toe cause of ihs Uuion i aud most heartily wou J »s uo;m
with our fellow oitiSens of all patties in pa>tng a well-
earned tribute ot respeot and aimiraiio^ to « taiu«o-

ders and to the soldiers wbo ba*e b^eo lostrumt n Jtiia
accomplishing thesa gloiloui results. [App:au»e,] w#
are told, Indeed, that all tbene viotortes are loipairiog thu

prospeots ot our own politioal success, and d miu.staiug toe
cbanoes of Gen. McCIe ian's emotion to tbe ^reeid ucy.
[ Laught-r ] But we rejoice in them all notwithstanding,
and thank God lor tnem w tb undivided hearts [.'*«..,
yea.' ] The more of tbem tbe better, whatever uiay ba
tbe r mfiuence on tbe election before ui. We are CjousuI
to be so deieated.-if that bo their legitimate, or evea their
illegitimate, reault.we are more tbau oouteui. 1 Ventura

tos^y mat our uobla candidate would njjceaa beamly
as President Liucoln himaell at every success of our arms,
eveu should the oonsequeuoe ba to leave bim wuhjut a

single electoral vote, iie had rather sea Bis country
saved, aud tbe Uniou restored, and tbe Coosti uti a
rescued, than to toaure tbe highest honor for himself
which it is in tbe pawer of mau to b stow.' Let us e 'u-

gratulat.i him, and let us oougratulite eaoi ctier.for w<»

uave a right so to do.tbat bis nomina.ioa ba* reused be

Adm uistration to new efforts. Let us rejoice toat tlo

army has been spurred on to nsdeetn the taiiures of the
civil policy of the Administration. [Chenrs ] i'be sup¬
porters of Gen. MoCMlan may wen be san^fiiNl ev^n

should they accomplish nothing more.w ta having g.»ea
an impulse to the prosecution ot the war. which not <>u.y
afTords the best promi.e of military success in ihe lUtu.e,
but which has already given so glorious aa earnest ot tl»«
fulfilment of that promiso. ft*"* P'P ]


